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town he died just before it was taken by the Ottoman
Sultan Sulaymdn. " On account of his devotion to the
Twelve Imdms," says the author of the Majdlis, " Lisdnf
would never remove from his head the twelve-gored kingly
crown1 until, when Sultdn Sulayman the Turk was ad-
vancing to occupy Tabriz, it happened that news of his
near approach reached Lisdnf when he was engaged in
prayer in the great Mosque of Tabriz. On hearing this
news, he raised his hands in prayer, saying, ' O God, this
usurper is coming to Tabriz : I cannot remove this crown
from my head^nor reconcile myself to witnessing his
triumph, therefore suffer me to die, and bring me to the
Court of Thy Mercy ! ' He then bowed his head in prayer,
and in that attitude surrendered his soul to the Beloved."
The following quatrain is characteristic :

j\

"If the joints of Lisa*nf break apart, and his needy body passes into

the dust,

By God, from the horizon of his heart naught will appear save the
love [or sun] of 'AH and his eleven descendants ! *

His poems, in the preservation of which he seems to have
been very careless, were collected after his death by his
pupil Sharif of Tabriz, but so slovenly was the compilation
that, according to the Atash-kada> it was known as Sahwu'l-
Lisdn> or " Lapsus Linguae."

8.  Fudiilf (Fuziili) of Baghdad (d. 970/1562-3).
Fudiilf is reckoned amongst the Turkish rather than the
Persian poets, and is fully discussed by Gibb in vol. iii of
his   monumental History of Ottoman Poetry
fc).      (ch- iv> PP- 70-107).  That he became an Otto-
man subject was due to the fact that Baghddd,

1 Concerning this distinctive head-dress, which gave to the Persian
Shf a their name of Qizil-bdsh (" Red-heads "), see p. 48 supra.